
 

 

 

November 18, 2019 

 

 

Growth is exciting! I have been reminded of just how exciting growth is through a wonderful experience I have enjoyed 

recently. For the past two weeks our seventeen-month old granddaughter has been visiting us from Alaska. Yes, her mom 

and dad have been here too, but they have taken a backseat to the little star of the show, Emery Ruth! It seems like every 

day Emery learns to pronounce a new word – that’s growth! Almost every day she attempts some new physical feat – that’s 

growth! Certainly every day she does something new that amuses, and at times, amazes us – that’s growth. Of course, my 

favorite thing is coming home each evening to hear her exuberant proclamation of “Papa! Papa!” when I walk through the 

door. For a little girl who lives 4,000 miles away, knowing and loving her papa is growth as well.  

 

Growth is exciting at First Baptist Christian School also. FBCS is growing in multiple ways. For the fifth consecutive year 

we have grown in enrollment. This year our enrollment grew by ten percent, after growing by fifteen percent last year! We 

are so thankful for the opportunity the Lord has given us to minister to more students and impact their lives. God has also 

blessed us with a growing staff.  Pastor Jeremy Peck answered God’s call to be our new administrator back in May and is 

doing an outstanding job. Pastor Peck is a wonderful servant-leader that the Lord is using to shepherd the staff and students 

of FBCS. Under Pastor Peck’s leadership, God has sent a number of new teachers to us who are doing a great job in the 

classroom. First Baptist Christian School is also growing spiritually. While we tend to think of chapel and Bible class when 

we think of spiritual growth, a real proving ground of spiritual growth and character is afforded to our students while 

participating in athletics. While our teams have been very successful in terms of wins and losses this year, winning is not 

everything, but glorifying the Lord is! It has been so encouraging to me this year to hear personal accounts from referees, 

opponents and parents about how well our student-athletes have represented the Lord on the field and court. One coach 

from a secular school told me personally that they love to play us because they know we will play hard, play with the right 

attitude, and treat them well. I heard a second-hand account of a player asking one of our players why our players were “so 

nice!” What a great testimony for the Lord! God is growing First Baptist Christian School in so many ways. 

 

As God grows First Baptist Christian School we remain dependent upon Him to meet our needs. We are grateful that He 

often meets those needs through the gifts of His people. First Baptist Christian School could not accomplish its mission 

without the faithful and generous gifts of people like you. Several years ago the Legacy Fund was established to help enable 

FBCS to grow and thrive. This year’s need for the Legacy Fund is $75,000. I am writing to you today to ask you to consider 

giving to the Legacy Fund. Would you pray about giving a generous gift to First Baptist Christian School?  Maybe you 

would consider giving a smaller amount on a monthly basis?  If each of the over 1,000 families who are receiving this letter 

would give even a small gift, I am confident that God would supply the $75,000 need. Reaching this goal would help our 

school continue down God’s path of growth and blessing. 

 

May the Lord bless our school with even greater growth for His glory in the months and years ahead! 

 

Serving the Savior, 

 

 

 

Pastor Patrick Odle 

School Committee Chairman 

 

P.S. Please find the enclosed contribution card and return envelope to assist with your giving.  Online giving is available at 

www.fbcs-elyria.org/legacy. 


